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Climate change - Arctic summer     
ice melt a century early



And the other hydrocarbon 
twin –peak oil 

• 2004 – 74% of oil products in the UK were used for 
transport 

• 2005 – oil accounted for 98.8% of the energy 
consumed by transport

• ….. which might explain the current emphasis on 
technofixes like bio- or agro-fuels 



What is the aim of transport 
policy?

• Mobility: the ability to travel.
• Accessibility: the ability to access the goods 

and services which are the reason people travel.

UK transport and land use policy has increased 
mobility (resulting in longer journeys, increasing 
motor traffic). 

We should instead aim to increase accessibility
while decreasing mobility.



Should children be free to use 
our streets
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Existing or new build?

Source: National Statistics, 2006 
(above), CABE (right)

• New building makes up less than 
1% of the total stock in any year. 

• At least 75% of the homes that 
will exist in 2050 have already 
been built. 

• Carbon emissions from existing 
homes are therefore of greater 
significance than those from all 
the new homes that will be built by 
then.

“

”



• Appleyard study in San 
Francisco (1981): 
affects of traffic
volume

• Swiss study (2007, 
UMR) in Zurich: affects 
of traffic speed

Traffic severs 
communities 



What can be done 
to reduce…

Volume of motor traffic?

• Soft measures (travel 
marketing, improved 
public transport 
services, etc.)

• Hard measures (road 
pricing/closures/ 
reallocation, etc.)

• Stop building 
(supplying) more 
roads!

Speed of traffic?

• Reduce sight lines

• Introduce “controlled 
uncertainty”

• Introduce 
objects/curves

• Increase 
number/visibility of 
walkers and cyclists



0

20

40

60

80

100

120

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

Concerned
Before
Concerned after

Phase 1 evaluation: Are 
you concerned about..?

1 Unsafe nuisance parking
2 Fast traffic
3 Unsafe for children to play in the 
street
4 Poor access for delivery & 
emergency vehicles
5 Noise from traffic
6 Anti social behaviour and 
vandalism
7 Lack of personal safety



• ‘Pilot’ home zones £145,000 - £2.3m

• Dings home zone £1.4m

Is there a more cost effective way?

…and at what cost?



DIY Streets:
Aim

To enable local communities to re-design their 
streets cost-effectively as lively social spaces 
that are safe and attractive to play and meet in 
and travel through.



• Sustrans provides a central community 
involvement and design resource – and helps 
with interface with local authority

• Residents provide significant central resource 
to move their project to completion

• Local authority actively supports this 
experimental approach to changing our 
streets

DIY Streets:
Programme essentials



• “Toolkit” for wider 
dissemination

• Seminar/conference 
programme 

• Regular briefing notes for 
practitioners and policy 
makers

• Final evaluation report

DIY Streets:
Outcomes and outputs



Connect2 will 
revitalise walking 
and cycling in 79 
communities 
across the UK by 
creating new 
routes for the 
journeys we all 
make every day.



Worcester Connect2 project



Thank you
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